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2025 PUBLIC POLICY POSITION STATEMENTS

South Dakota’s Center for the Prevention of Child Maltreatment’s 2025 statements 
cover key policy initiatives for South Dakota. These positions emphasize prevention, 
family support, reporting procedures and data-driven policymaking. Our priorities are 
based on the CDC’s evidence-based framework for child abuse and neglect prevention 
strategies. The following statements were established because they reduce risk factors 
and increase protective factors associated with child abuse and neglect prevention.

2024 PUBLIC AWARENESS INITIATIVE
Our 2024 Public Awareness Initiative focused on highlighting the urgent need to 
protect children in the digital age by educating legislators, parents, and communities 
about risks children face online such as exploitation, exposure to harmful content, and 
privacy concerns for our youth. As technology becomes an integral part of childhood, 
raising awareness ensures that families are better prepared to mitigate these dangers 
and advocate for safer online spaces. This initiative is vital to building a collective effort 
to safeguard children’s well-being in an increasingly connected world.

STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC SUPPORTS TO FAMILIES

• Expand paid family and medical leave to facilitate parent-child bonding, to 
encourage positive parenting practices, and to reduce financial stress on families. 

• Promote societal responsibility for investment in child well-being and family support 
systems. 

• Encourage voluntary initiatives by providing incentives for businesses offering 
family-friendly services like childcare, childcare stipends, or flexible work options.

CHANGE SOCIAL NORMS TO SUPPORT PARENTS AND 
POSITIVE PARENTING

• Enhance online protections for minors, including but not limited to implementing 
robust age verification measures on pornography websites, ensuring safer online 
environments, and safeguarding against harmful content and exploitation of our 
youth.

• Expand child and sexual abuse prevention education programs and strengthen 
relevant laws.

• Enhance resources and laws to address the co-occurrence of child maltreatment 
and substance abuse, mental health struggles, domestic violence, and financial 
insecurity.

PROVIDE QUALITY CARE AND EDUCATION EARLY IN LIFE

• Enhance availability and access to quality, affordable childcare and early education 
through public/private collaborations and funding solutions. 

• Expand access to culturally competent pediatric healthcare.
• Increase availability of family and child trauma counseling and mental healthcare.
• Improve coordination across sectors to identify and address access to care barriers.



ENHANCE PARENTING SKILLS TO PROMOTE HEALTHY 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT

• Support community-driven initiatives that involve civic organizations, businesses, 
and community leaders to promote positive parenting practices and programs that 
support families. 

• Advocate for expanded access to home visitation programs and other evidence-
based programs offering guidance, support to parents, and evidence-based 
interventions that aim to increase healthy family functioning. 

• Support initiatives focused on enhancing parenting skills, ensuring accessibility and 
effectiveness to increase parental protective capacities.

INTERVENE TO LESSEN HARMS AND PREVENT FUTURE 
RISK

• Advocate for enhancements in primary care services with a focus on child welfare, 
aiming to intervene and prevent future risks.

• Encourage legislative initiatives that support prevention programs aiming to 
mitigate problem behaviors and reduce risk for perpetration or victimization of 
violence.

• Invest in collection, analysis and sharing of data to identify risks, protective factors 
and service gaps impacting child well-being and family stability.
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