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OUR APPROACH: THINK-FEEL-DO



Parents are like shuttles on a loom.

They |oin the threads of the past
with threads of the future and leave
their own bright patterns as they go.
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1. What are you currently doing to engage
familiese

2. How do you see your rolee¢ (e.g., are you, "o
kpc:r’rner” or “co-partners’e)

>
3. In what ways would you like to change how you

kengage families?

e What would be the benefits? /




WHAT BARRIERS
HAVE YOU
ENCOUNTERED
WHEN ENGAGING

WITH FAMILIES? /




Attitudes and Values

Expectations for behaviors

\informo’rion and knowledge

Styles of adult-child intferaction

Failure to recognize the parent as a legitimate source of

~N

Failure to listen

\(

Turf issues
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Time and Energy
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One-way communication designed to:

* instruct parents about child development

* inform parents how the curriculum teaches their
children

* tell parents about activities, policies and
procedures

Language that is:

* ambiguous, not descriptively specific

* full of jargon
e judgmental

COMMON

COMMUNICATION

BARRIERS
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APPROACH

Acknowledges the importance of
parents as “true” partners in child
development and early education

Respects families as decision-makers

Values and supports parent
intferaction and participation as @
means of strengthening the
relationship between parent and
child

Recognizes that trusting relationships
with parents is the basis from which to
construct educational experiences
with children



going G /OL

» Are parents a regular source of informatio
parental input valuable and does it ever CEN
influence change in what we do?

» Do parents typically come to you to discuss YOU R P RACT'CES /

positive activities?

» Are parents informed when their children are
doing exciting and interesting things in the
classroome When children are doing well?



» Make Mutual/Joint Decision
» Focus Parent’s Attention on Child’s Strengths
» Share Developmental Information and Resources
» Use Observations and Data

» Model and/or Suggest

ENGAGING FAMILIES STRATEGIES



apou
help us all fo better
understand them?¢

» How can parents and
professionals support
each other's roles In
the child's
developmente




All new parents want perfection for their children.

All of parenting is a struggle with the reality of giving up
control.

All parents need support and encouragement for their child-
rearing practices.

UNDERSTAND THAT FAMILIES DEVELOP
TOO!




On U O
knowledge about
children.

» The people with the
problems are also the
people with the solutions.




Two-way communication includes creating avenues for families to
share their culture and to participate fully in the discussion of what is
in their child's best interest.



Agency -- Families want to participate in decisions, not be victims of
1ings outside their control. All human beings are goal directed and
cek information.

0 others — they,




WHAT IS IT WE CAN LEARN ABOUT THE KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
FAMILIES ALREADY POSSESS ABOUT LEARNING? WHAT DO THEY DO
TO ENCOURAGE LEARNING AND HOW DO THEY DO IT?

Our attempfs to engage parents Funds of Knowledge
should focus on inquiry related to as a Resource
what we can learn from them as

They share their experlences, Funds of knowledge are those historically
knowledge, and skills. These funds
of knowledge are located within
daily activities and experiences,
the meanlng of which we (OS CO- function and well-being of a household.
partners) can construct through N
talking about these.

developed and accumulated strategies or

bodies of knowledge that are essential to the



Funds of Knowledge

Home Caregiving Family < UL

Language Occupations regu'ar'y and freque
we must always unders’ran
Friends Favorite Scientific 'I'hC]T Worklng WI'I'h f(] mllleS , @

and Family N G HE s necessary and crucial pgit ¢
what we do.



YOU KNOW YOUR CHILD MUCH
BETTER THAN | WILL EVER KNOW
THEM. WHAT CAN YOU TELL ME THAT
WILL HELP ME TO BE A BETTER

TEACHER (YOUR ROLE) FOR THEM?




https://www.ted.com/talks/dewitt jones celebrate
ight with the world2language=en



https://www.ted.com/talks/dewitt_jones_celebrate_what_s_right_with_the_world?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/dewitt_jones_celebrate_what_s_right_with_the_world?language=en

» Today | learned...

» Today | felt....

» This learning matters because...





mailto:Jennifer.Kampmann@state.sd.us
mailto:Andrew.Stremmel@sdstate.edu

	�����Growing Together: Understanding and Supporting Early Childhood Development��Engaging Families to Support Growth & Development ��PRESENTERS: Dr. Andrew Stremmel and �Dr. Jennifer Kampmann
	Slide Number 2
	What is your question???
	Slide Number 4
	Our Approach: Think-Feel-Do
	Strengthening Families/Improving Child Outcomes
	Slide Number 7
	Activity
	What barriers have you encountered when engaging with families? 
	Common Communication Barriers��
	Common Communication Barriers��
	A Family-Centered Approach
	How family centered are your practices?
	Engaging Families Strategies
	Valuing Parents as Partners
	Understand that families develop too!
	Recognize Parents’ Expertise
	Expect differences and, at times, conflicts in values, attitudes, goals, and parenting styles, and be sensitive to these differences.
	����To be child centered is to be family centered – we must start with the belief that every family is seen at promise. �
	What is it we can learn about the knowledge and skills families already possess about learning? What do they do to encourage learning and how do they do it?�
	���Seeking to understand what families already know validates their intelligence and worth, and invites natural, intuitive knowledge into their preset for learning.�
	You know your child much better than I will ever know them. What can you tell me that will help me to be a better teacher (your role) for them?
	Celebrate what’s right with the world
	Call to Action
	What is your question???

