Growing Together: Understanding and Supporting Early
Childhood Development

Foundations of Early Learning: Social, Emotional, and
Cognitive
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What is your question???

 Jennifer.Kampmann@state.sd.us

e Andrew.Stremmel@sdstate.edu
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Our Approach: Think-Feel-Do




Everyone has a view or image of the child
that determines how we relate to children
and how we make decisions affecting

them.

.Explorer

Curlous




Images of the Child that Have
Guided Thinking, Inquiry, and
Practice:

* Children as Little Adults
* Children as Possessions
* Children as Deficient

* Children as Incomplete




Historical Perspectives

* Children need to be filled with knowledge and culture -
Locke’s Child

* Free play and creative work is the center of
pedagogical activity — Rousseau’s Child

* Developmentis innate, biologically determined,
following general laws (ages and stages) — Piaget’s
Child

* The child as co-constructor of knowledge, identity, and
culture - Vygotsky’s Child



Children are competent.

e Ready to learn

e Capable of
constructing an
identity, theories,
hypotheses, and
questions

e Creators, not
consumers, in their
learning and
development



Children’s curiosity and wonder are their way of making
sense of and understanding their experiences.

The child’s “why” is a
research question
not unlike the

questions: “What is
life?” “Why is life?”

Carlina Rinaldi

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PN-

MjUC4f9k&ab channel=JulianBurrett



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PN-MjUC4f9k&ab_channel=JulianBurrett
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PN-MjUC4f9k&ab_channel=JulianBurrett

Children are social.

Children are born e,
searching for the e
meaning of the selfin
relation to others and to
the world.

T L

the desire and capacity
to form relationships.

Children develop in relationship to others.



Children’s Worth
IS Incalculable

Start with the unshakable
belief that every child is a
person of incredible value.

Resist the alphabet of labels
(e.g., ADD, atrisk, lazy, slow,
emotlonally dlsturbed)

Become a student of your
children.

Get to know them as persons.




Developmental Domains

Social & Emotional (here we will split them into two domains — social and emotional)

« Self-knowledge (self-esteem, meta cognition, sexual identity, ethic identity), moral reasoning,
understanding and expression of emotions, self-regulation, temperament, understanding of others,
interpersonal skills and friendships.

Cognitive

« Thought processes and intellectual abilities including attention, memory, problem solving, imagination,
creativity, academic and everyday knowledge, and language.

Language

« Understanding and using language, both receptively (understanding what is said to them) and expressively
(producing spoken or written language)

Motor
Body size, body proportions, appearance, brain development, motor development, perception and physical health.

» Fine motor = strength, endurance, dexterity and coordination of extremities
« Gross motor = strength, endurance and coordination of core



How You Doin’? For Reflection

A primary challenge to caregiving professionals is to see each
and every child as a three-dimensional human being with:

e hopes, dreams, aspirations, skills, and capacities;
e abody, a mind, a heart and a spirit;

® experiences, &




Developmental Theory: A View from a
Mountaintop

Theories provide different ways to look at
and make sense of development.

Every theory is a reflection of the cultural
values and belief systems of its time.




Cognition

* Experience is key!

* Critical periods + ° Teach your baby to
read! ?

observe child for
readiness/interest

e Assimilation &
Accommodation

* Interest-motivation-
ability-model




Power of Play

* Why play matters
* Helps children learn roles, cooperation, and conflict resolution
* Encompasses all domains

* All types of play have value!

* Unoccupied
 Solitary 0.0

* Onlooker

* Parallel

* Associative
* Cooperative




Play — Pathway to Learning

iAMiN PRESCHOOL

am not built to
sit still
keep m15 hands to muygelf.
ake TURNG,
be patient,
standin line,
OrR keep quiet

all of the time.

Ineed:
motion,
novelty,
adventure,
and to

engage the world with my whole body.

LET ME PLAY.

(TRust me, Imlearning!)

This is not a stick...

It’s a wand

It’s a guitar

It’s a shovel

It’s a horse

It’s a baton

It’s a telescope
It’s a sword

It’s a microphone
It’s a ski pole

It’s a spoon

It’s a fishing pole
It’s a treasure finder
It’s a paddle.

and anything else a child can imagine!

®

WHEN CHILDREN PLAY
WITH BLOCKS THEY
ARE LEARNING

colors, size, shape, number, weight,
height, texture, balance, pattern,
order, classification, co-operation, co-
ordination, fine motor skills, story
telling, physics, collaboration, problem
solving, creative thinking, imagination,
area, length, width, space, sequencing,
trail and error, sorting, spatial
awareness, concentration, autonomy,
initiative, pretending, community,
negotiation, persistence, cause and
effect, directionality, divergent
thinking, logical reasoning, mapping,
measuring, fraction, addition,
subtraction, division, estimation,
simple machines, language, prediction,
experimentation, leadership,
construction, self-expression,
continuity and permanence.......



Piaget’s Cognitive Developmental Theory (develop
leads learning)

* Cognitive
developmentis
necessary for
learning — if we teach
too much too soon or
too fast, children will
not learn effectively.

e Children need to be s
ready for SChOOl. I(EE|] din EYe on the Kids ;ential to

for a while, will you Jean? |dren.



Limitations of Piaget’s Theory

Young children are competentina
wider range of abilities than
Piaget’s theory might lead one to
believe.

When given instruction, young
children are ready to learn some
rather complex concepts and
skills.

Children cannot construct

complex understandings based on
independent exploration, free play,
and discovery alone.

-Erds the Kindergarfne;r; “

- Know:




Vygotsky’s Socio-Cultural Theory
learning leads development

. . .
SEC O SRS I ff
K A I RIICICICICH I IR I IR KIS
St S OISttt B e st I l C I l
%% %% J o PGS EGRE B B BRI IS LIRS
IR I I R g R ICH I KR I ICK PCIR I IR IR I HH I K
s A S 9 e o e et ot
K KR ARIR I KRR K K Xl ool h ] s I 5 ] RSO IO O SO PO e
IS SRS S I T o O T, Y re W S E RSSO .
PRI IR I S e i X T ] E o P RO X I K K R R R IR KA
SRSttt At A0 T o B R NOaE S VT D S e
G AL I A SO ] |} KR IR GO SISO SIS
G et s s reey Seee el e <3 SEEE Rl B S E eI e el e eeel
PSS S L L E IR (e Ns RO P4 b U TTITTSSN (e S RS eSS S E eSS OGS
A R H A I O ol o T o % QETeeleles Lelel 00 SO Sl et e el e e e
Rttty SR, Y el R D W e, G Ll R T e e
SISttty R o S IO
o a8 R I A P e 8 38 I B 8 A R e L
e S O
G IS LALLM LA SIS
KO T IR MK MK B  3EBC DRH 3E RDK0RE MRDK0 RDK6 RDK R 3
S S e S S S S LS St S Sl T S5e
PP E L PP e e e et eee et ees et eer et eei it eer et eereeeseeeeeesel
X I IS I IS I IS I IS IS I IS I IS I H O
ORI IR K ISR R KIS K I IAF KK ISR IR IR IR IR I ICICOC R HICICH
e e e G S
RS AR S AL ] LIRS I ARSI ARSI AT AR
R B e a0

PRI g anni ol UGN SGth, WS CEREnRris et e agne pe St Sl
FE WYY PTYE ol SK TS LN YN & . . .
P RO S S R S RS SEeed 4 SN 8 SE 8 peeh e RSO T O T Bl
X 208w esvlel K] e . B - el Be ede ¢ "
e B e B e W aece 1 B W S B eee b Ree N e e
e a0ty SNl RN o o LSt . B Sy LD R R R |
e LR X P X A I X K o O ] £ SO R X e
< i R L G E T s o B F
4 BN S e D % S, Lo Nl I Nl - gl I
L e ) it T W Y
e L e e L ety
LALLM ARSI PRSI
WSSO O OO 0O e e e eeeteteereteteeretoteeeeteteeretot REereeeeees
PSS SO LI I T SO LI I TS E I LI E S E I T I I TSI IO T OO I I IS S OO SIS
IR KA K IR KIS IR ISR I ISR RIS IR I ICOK I I I I A
e L L S R Ll
LRI ARSI ARSI RIS ARSI IS RICIL ISR SIS
e e S T R ot SIS ey
(IR IS o i W 3 S CHCHaL i HCHCICK R M > X T X R RIIOOCHK KT IICICH L]
SR g R g g AR i i S eS
S el A B e e el g i - T I IEICHCCS
K AN KRR KT FE SR E oo Y o o i % e 5 - PR X e e e
S, 3 Wy 8 L Y EX R [ R o) Pt et
I A L) d LU E § e SN Gy FEg S iy ] ey & v J o IR
oAttt et et 8 e b b o AR b 2 00T o Lty b o o i o A S 00 S A e e
R A A AR T B A a0 R I, R Ay
e L Tt Sl RSttt
LRI I IS ISR SCI S S LRI LI
KPR N L MK X W gl 0K KX I DR 3 K Kl M3 M0 KR 30 K X il X ot Nt e e e
SRS N WA B8 TR e S L 3 ERERre . .
O ] o Wl g - g R <] n . g
socEYIECE - ECY INASTEar oOn Nk -] } iatatitetit
S R Rl Ml R G Wl N R R R 0 ®
R e L o R
G LI I AL H I LA SIS IS A ICK G IIEIHICICC
B e s IRy e
o g e g e L I R S0
S R R e e e gy - y § o ARy . . . . .
S A ) YN Y RN AT AR TYE& nok o Nttt
e N MW R T el R R L S KRN el e 550
stntatelititinnitontartrin! teitntrimbtmtt steatmimt it atet sttt T e
B e S Sy By B S S Sy 5y S
O e kO P o koot
B R 1 | e W S e SIS
KGRI IR i8 e o BN N ¥ | g IR RHIQIQCHRIIICICH
o S ANTERY: guidance: SRR . . .
a e SR WY EE g Sl DN B CAR B a
K AR R IR I K KX o oA O o o o et S AR KKK KR KK KK
(oot et ta To T s S RS S S ISR SIS
ooteleteetatatatatataty initytets S s L ATttt
H o ~ B o @ Mant Trol ety -
v R e N R Nl Rl ] o=y @ 8 S ool

Is S s M e Nl = L) 6B 8 = I IS NO H
o T I P LI LR AR
S S S O S e I Salaleieetetts aateTee ettt tatat
LR S e S e L] e e X SR,

Known ::::::::::::::::: »‘:15:3; :'o"'u’i. 18180 DI | 5::!’»:::3:::::::::::: K *

e s - o 3 ”. Pl 4 . i
sdeteletetetetattarstaantenitadimtarstimitatte tereitimetertaniteariteteindttmtatintetrateniinatel e tititetetst nOWI'I
K IR M I I 02 MR I 36 3 MK IR PR B IR 36 B R DK 0 3 M DK 6 3 3 MR DK 6 3 3 B RO 3 R K 3
PSS SO LI IS SO LIS IS I T LIS S SN IS SOOI IS SO LTI I I SO I T I IS SO I T I I SOOI S IS oy
IR RIICRICH R R IR IR R IR IR IR I IR IR IR IR K IR K IR K I IR I IR K ¥
S S L tins
B e s A s T e o o e e 212 S e
steleleteleolvivtoleteteleivtletetoletivivtotetetvivtolotetelotelviutvtotelviviolololetvlotolviviototetvleiotutoteloletitvivtotetutvivtolotet

* Children should be allowed to
explore and discover, but
systematic teaching of
concepts and processes are
possible.

What | can’t do today, | can do tomorrow.



Scaffolding

» Assisting a child to carry out a task
beyond their capability (includes using
language and vocabulary to foster
thinking and problem solving).

» Varying the amount and type of
assistance to fit the task and child’s
goals.

» Decreasing the level of assistance as
the child takes more responsibility.

» Responsibility for performance is
transferred to the child as the child
learns.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHyFTJICWdTA&ab_channel=ValerieFisher%28vjh007%29

Elements of Scaffolding
Serve and Return ‘



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHyFTJCWdTA&ab_channel=ValerieFisher%28vjh007%29

Social & Emotional
Development

Helping children to feel safe,
valued, respected, supported,
and connected.

https://illinoisearlylearning.org/videos/ielg-
moments/moments-socdev/



https://illinoisearlylearning.org/videos/ielg-moments/moments-socdev/
https://illinoisearlylearning.org/videos/ielg-moments/moments-socdev/

Rethinking norms....

* Forced affection

* No bad days

* L eaders/followers

* Being “on” all the time

* Forced engagement

* Forced apologies

* Children in public/behaviors



The Power of Relationship

* https://www.edutopia.org/video/power-relationships-schools

* Research shows that students who feel safe and supported by adults are better able to learn.


https://www.edutopia.org/video/power-relationships-schools

*Most of the experiences young
children seek are legitimate and
appropriate to their developmental
levels. It is our responsibility to help
them find acceptable ways to gain
those experiences.”

Ann Clewett



Typical behaviors misunderstood

I’m not
feeling well!

I’m hungry! I’m tired!

| need : I’m angry or
. | can’t 1t!
attention! ca do frustrated!




A-Typical Social/Emotional Development -When to seek
intervention

* Harmful behavior
* Self injurious, physically dangerous to others

* Stereotypic behavior
* Hand flapping, rocking, inappropriate shrieks

* Infrequent or absent desirable behavior
* Not walking, crawling, or talking

* Normal behavior exhibited in inappropriate contexts
* Private behaviors exhibited in public places



PSYCHOLOGIST

eduTopia




Wisdom
from
Vivian
Paley

"I must not do to a child that which |
would not have done to me. As my
teaching errors have not been
punishable by isolation, humiliation,
and denial of activity, | would not
impose these sentences upon the
children." (The Boy Who Would Be a
Helicopter, p. 91)




Developing the Habit of Close Observation










The Importance of Listening

We spend about 45 percent
of our time listening, but we
are distracted, preoccupied,
or forgetful about 75 percent
of that time. Immediately
after listening to someone
talk, we usually recall only
about half of what we've
heard.




In responsive relationships,
children are listened to and heard.

* What are they asking?

* What are they thinking
about?

revealing?




What Are We Looking For?

How do children see
things?

What are children
trying to do?

How do they attempt
to do it?

We need to
understand how
children think and
learn.




L et’s Practice

What do you notice?

What areas of development do you notice?
What do you wonder?

What are these children trying to do?

What strategies do they use?

What may be their questions?



Callto Action

* We want you to feel connected, empowered, valued, respect,
challenged and supported.

* Today | learned...
* Today | felt....

* This learning matters because...



For Next Time: What is Your
View of the Family?

* Make a list of your
beliefs and values
related to families?

* What does it mean to
be family centered?




What is your question???

 Jennifer.Kampmann@state.sd.us

e Andrew.Stremmel@sdstate.edu
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